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Congregational Meeting 

December 7, Sunday, after worship  
 The congregation will meet to vote to amend our by-laws (adjusting Lay 
Ministries Team make up), elect new Council Members, and vote on the pastor’s 
terms of call for 2026.  All are welcome to attend; members are encouraged to 
attend and vote. 

  Materials for the meeting will be available starting this Sunday in the back of 
the sanctuary. If you would like to be emailed a copy of the meeting materials (i.e. 
proposed by-law changes and pastor’s terms of call) please email Pastor Matthias. 
 

Advent and Christmas Events! 

Hanging the Greens  🎄🎍 

•       Saturday, Nov. 29. at 10 a.m. –help get our sanctuary and fellowship hall decked 
for the season! 

Cookie Baking🍪 

•      Saturday, Dec 6. at 1 p.m. – We encourage you to bring rolling pins, cookie cutters, 

decorating supplies, and some pre-made dough. But feel free to show up regardless of 
what you can bring. 

Christmas Dinner 🥧 

•       Sunday, Dec. 14, time 4:30  –  sign-up at church to help set-up, bring food, and 
clean up. 

Nativity Readers’ Theater 🎭 

•       Sunday, Dec. 21 in worship – volunteers of all ages and abilities welcome to help 
us collectively tell the nativity using reader’s theater. No memorization or staging. Sign 
up to take part! 

Christmas Eve Worship 🕯️ 

•       Wednesday, December 24th at 5pm – we gather for worship together to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

 

Hanging of the Greens   

November 29, Saturday, 10 am. 
We need a few able-bodied volunteers  to carry the boxes from the basement to the 
sanctuary, a few ladder-climbers to hang the altar wreath, and others to help place the various 
greens around the sanctuary, set up the tree with lights, hang the green boughs in Fellowship 
Hall, and eat any goodies that may be available for a post-party.   



 3 

Cookie Bake 

December 6, Saturday, starting at 1 pm.  If possible bring your rolling pins and cookie 
cutters.  A fair amount of dough will be pre-made, but a few may wish to bring their 
own.  We will need people to mind the ovens and help younger members get started 
transforming the dough into delicious cookies. And we need plenty of youngsters to 
sample every cookie kind. Older and old youngsters welcome to sample also. Take home 
some of each if you like. 

 

Christmas Dinner 
December 14, Sunday, starting around 4:15 pm  
The seasonal planning team is passing around sign-up 
sheets for help with set-up, bringing food, and clean up.  

 

Show Your Sparkle! Christmas Dinner Talent Call  

This year, our annual Christmas Dinner on December 14, will feature a special 

showcase of the amazing gifts and talents within our church family! 
We are looking for individuals (or groups!) who are ready to share their unique skills 
for a fun, festive "Talent Show." We won't be doing the nativity play this year after 

dinner, but we want to celebrate the joy of the season with your contributions. 

What Kind of Talent Are We Looking For? 
Anything that brings a smile! Whether you are a seasoned performer or simply want to 
try something new, we welcome: 

Instrumental Pieces  Festive Songs or Carols 

           Dance Routines   Interpretive Poems or Readings 

   ...or any other unique gift you'd like to share! 

Don't be shy—help us make this year's dinner entertainment truly memorable! 

Ready to shine? Please contact Shannon or  sign up on the list that will be floating 
around and help us put on a great show! 
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Supper for KNOWN Mpls  
December 15, Monday 

 We are regularly supporting this audition-based Gospel 
choir of youth of color from North Minneapolis.  Thanks to 

all who helped make our last KNOWN Mpls dinner a 
success! We were treated to a bit of the choir’s rehearsal as 
they prepare for their Christmas concert.  
 We are signed up to serve again this month. Sign up 
during fellowship time or talk to Alicia or Pastor Matthias for 
more information. 

  And if anyone is interested in going to the KNOWN Mpls 
Christmas Concert (Friday, Dec. 19th at 7pm), Diane is 
gathering a group from CPUC to go together. 

 

Nativity Readers’ Theater 
December 21, Sunday, in worship – Volunteers of all ages and abilities welcome to 
help us collectively tell the nativity using reader’s theater. No memorization or 
staging. Sign up to take part! 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24, Wednesday,  5pm – We gather for worship together to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus.,,, 
 

Christmas gift to yourself or others 

This is the third and latest book written by Marvin Running River 
Banks, the young native incarcerated in Pennsylvania state prisons, 
who won a lawsuit forcing the state system to allow the building of 
sweat lodges (inipi) at prisons. CPUC ran fund-raising efforts and 
members and our pastor traveled there in 2023 to build and initiate 
this first lodge.  River's book gives insight into the impact of that first 
lodge on individuals - including their own testimonies - the resulting 
retaliation the system took on him for his efforts, and the continuing 
struggle to regain spiritual practice rights for inmates. Available now 
on Amazon Books; search for it under his name. Add it to your Black 
Friday purchases online!! 

Link to purchase from Amazon.  Two Eagles Lodge: Wanbli Nunpa Inipi: New Life and Love 

https://a.co/d/1IgutuX 

https://a.co/d/1IgutuX
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A Message from Pastor Matthias 

 

Dear CPUC, 
 In early November, amid the expiration of SNAP funding, a 
woman on TikTok did a social experiment to call several 
churches asking for help providing formula for her infant. She 
documented the calls in short TikTok videos. In many of the 
videos, she was told they were not able to help, or that a 
request would need to go through their process which would take time. 
 Her main intention seemed to be to expose mostly mega-churches who proclaim a 
pro-life stance but would not help a mother in urgent need calling with a concrete 
request for formula.  
 Gotcha journalism is nothing new, nor are social experiments. Yet, I wonder at the 
ethics of the deception. Does it actually tell us anything we don’t already know or 
suspect? If these calls were for social media, then were there calls that were left out 
because the person at the church who answered engaged in a conversation too long to 
make good “content”?  
 CPUC does have an emergency fund, furnished solely by the donations of church 
members. It exists to help folks who call seeking help with a genuine need. Often, the 
scope and quantity of the need exceeds our means, but we do seek to use it as wisely 
and compassionately as we can. However, if someone were to call seeking such a 
specific ask as baby formula (rather than the more frequent requests for cash to help 
with rent), the concreteness of such a need would make it easier to fulfill with a quick 
run to Oxendale’s, the local grocery store.  
 Many conservative politicians justify their dismantling of the federal social safety 
nets (e.g. SNAP, medicaid, etc) by claiming that it is not the job of the government to 
help people in these ways, but rather that responsibility should fall to churches and non-
profits.  
 The reality, however, is that even the largest, most well-funded congregations, or 
even all the faith communities put together are not equipped with the financial 
resources or infrastructure needed to meet the vastness of human need in our country.  
 We will not abdicate our responsibility to help when and where we can. Christ 
demands no less of us. But let’s not pretend that our acts of aid to our neighbors can 
stand in for policies to protect and care for all people.  
 
Peace,  Pastor Matthias     



 6 

 

Notes from the November council meeting... 
 

• Pastor Matthias summarized his busy month of CPUC and wider 

church commitments. He met with the Finance Team several times to work on the fall 

stewardship campaign, the 2026 proposed budget, and to install Servant Keeper software 

to keep track of incoming money. He supported the Harvest SST on their many activities. 

Pastor Matthias is putting together a new member class. He served on the Presbytery’s 

Administrative Commission for Truth-telling for the Church of All Nations and several 

other wider church efforts.  

• Materials for the December 7, 2025 Congregational Meeting were discussed. They will be 

available on Sunday, Nov. 23. At the meeting the congregation will elect new Council 

members for the Class of 2028, and vote on both a by-law change for the Lay Ministry 

Team and Pastor Matthias’ terms of call for 2026. 

• Council members shared the results of their calls to the congregation about the 

possibility of hiring a part-time administrative assistant. People were in favor of trying 

this idea. Many feel Pastor Matthias could use more hours to do community outreach 

and pastoral care. The Council decided to start the hiring process. Pastor will work with 

the Personnel Team to outline a job description that the Council will consider in 

December. 

• The Council reviewed and recommended approval of the proposed budget for 2026 

offered by the Finance Team. This budget will be presented at the annual congregational 

meeting early next year. 

• The Council approved Sebastian's idea for a Bring a Friend to Church Sunday sometime in 

the spring of 2026. 

• Barb and Jill will represent CPUC at the upcoming annual meeting of the Presbytery. 

Pastor summarized the situation regarding the Church of All Nations currently in front of 

the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area. 

• Pastor reported that the new Glory to God hymnals ordered this fall continue to be 

backordered. 

• Sebastian reported that the Lay Ministry Team will nominate Kay and Jill for election as 

elders for the Class of 2028. 

• The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 16, 2025. 
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If you would like to know more about any Council items in detail, the members would be glad to 
talk with you. The current Council members are : Sebastian, Barb, Kathy, Tom, Jim, Maria, Sandy 
D., Lynne, and Jill. 
 
 
 

Are you hearing a calling ?? 

to serve in the church but don't know what you might want to do??  
Do you like finding the potential in others?  
Do you like to network AKA talk??  

Well look no further than the LAY MINISTRY TEAM!!  We usually recruit for other teams 

but this time, we're recruiting for our own group.   
 
If you're interested or would like to know more - please contact or talk to any of our 
current members - Mike, Alicia, Sebastian or Shannon. 

 
 

 

A star does not compete with other stars around it;  

it just shines.  

Stars do not pull each other down  

to be more visible;  

they shine brighter. 
 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter is also posted on our website; for safety and privacy, last names and personal 

contact information is omitted. Members can be contacted through the church office. That 

version is also sent, by request, to various native inmates in Pennsylvania who greatly 

appreciate our attention, respect, and our work for rights to their spiritual practices 

 

December Birthdays 

members and friends 

01 - Michele  
05 - Jaime  
07 - Derek  
14 - Sophie  
14 - Audrey  
14 - Karolyn  
16 - Glen  
19 - Isaac  
20 - Jerome  
 

(This list was compiled very 
informally; please let editor know 
if there are others that we could 
add.) 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter   
Please submit articles by the 22nd of preceding 
month to kellystrebig@comcast.net 
(or contact if an extension is needed) 
Editor: Susan  
Proofreader: Mary  
Collator: Kathy 
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Cherokee Park United Church 

United Church of Christ/Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Open & Affirming, Multicultural, Antiracist 

371 W. Baker Street 

St. Paul MN  55107 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Worship  10:15 am, online and in person 
https://www.facebook.com/cherokeeparkchurch/live 
Pastor: Rev. Matthias Peterson-Brandt 
651-227-4275 
cpuc@usfamily.net 
cherokeeparkunited.org 

Without the dark,  

we'd never see the stars. 

 Stephenie Meyer 
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