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This newsletter is also posted on our website; for safety and privacy, last names and 
personal contact information are omitted there. That version is also sent, upon request, to 
various native inmates in Pennsylvania who greatly appreciate our attention, respect, and 
our work for rights to their spiritual practices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2, Thursday… two days premature, our Loaves and Fishes team will explode 

into action once again at St Matt's church.  If your powder is still dry and your 
independent spirit of helping and service has remained intact, despite efforts by certain 
of our "leaders" to wet it down and stamp it out, kindly email Wayne stating your 
readiness to peel, pack, and load at either the first or second shifts.   CHARGE!!! 
 

Signup for the Harvest Seasonal Steering Team!  

Lay Ministries is excited to announce this final season of 2026. This Team will 
choose the focus of CPUC activities for the months of  

September, October, November and December. 
Some of the activities of this season include Dia de los Muertos and Christmas 
Dinner!  Plan to meet in early August to share your ideas and dream about 
possibilities together and again in late August to determine where the Spirit is 
calling.  
Signup during Fellowship or please reach out to any Lay Ministry Team member 
(Moe Lynne & Mike, Alicia) or Pastor Matthias with questions or to participate.  
 
Members of the current Growing Seasonal Team, planning the major events for  
May-June-July-August, are: Jackie, Kay, Laurie, Lynne, Alicia, Ingrid. 
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From the Property Management Team 

During this quieter time on the summer church calendar, 
the 10 pilot lights of the stove and ovens in the kitchen have 
been turned off. So, if you anticipate needing to use either, 
please contact Jim or Curt in advance; they will re-light 
them for your activity or Fellowship Hour. This action 
decreases kitchen temperatures and saves energy 
resources, including a $35/month gas charge. 

 

“Known MPLS” Dinner! 
July 27, Monday 

CPUC continues providing and serving monthly meals for this inspiring group!   

Your help would be appreciated to cook, bake, shop, donate or serve onsite. Signup 
during Fellowship time or talk to Alicia or Pastor Matthias.  
Shout out to our team for the month of June! Many thanks to Jackie, Jill, Lynne, 
Renee, Glen, Karen & Jim and Pastor Matthias! 
 
The choir has just released the official music video for their original new song “Go 
Black Man”! Check it out on YouTube!  
https://youtu.be/iFEflrfgZCs?si=XQLovNYuLJQwTP_- 

They will also be singing backup at the Josh Groban concert on June 28! 

Great food and wonderful voices bring smiles all around. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/iFEflrfgZCs?si=XQLovNYuLJQwTP_-
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CPUC @ West St. Paul Pride Fest!!! 

July 11, Saturday 
Come help represent CPUC at WSP Pride and hang with 
cool people, at our tent and table at the WSP Sports 
Complex, Oakdale and Wentworth Ave.  

Sign up for a shift - arrive around 10:15 to help set up; be there throughout the 

afternoon; and/or help break down and pack up at 4 pm. 

BYO Chair and Water Bottle 

Sign Up on Clip Board in Fellowship Hall or talk w/ Pastor Matthias 

 

Summer Calendar 
June 28: Worship at Edgcumbe Presbyterian in their outdoor amphitheater; 10 am 
        July 2: Thursday-Serve supper at Loaves and Fishes 
July 5: Joyful Worship, Communion 
       July 11: Saturday, WSP Pride in the Park, 11 am – 4 pm  
July 12: Rev. Désirée Gold preaching; Fellowship Potluck family ethnic dishes 
July 19: Rev. Denise Dunbar-Perkins preaching 
July 26: Worship at Cherokee Regional Park with picnic potluck 
       July 27: Monday-provide supper for youth choir 
August 16: Fellowship Potluck State Fair theme 
 
 

Giving Thanks- Acknowledging our church neighbors 
May 31, following the children’s 
sermon, the children gathered 
downstairs to create thank you 
cards, which they gave along with 
a plant, to neighbors’ doorsteps 
as a thank you for sharing their 
parking spaces with us each 
Sunday. They are pictured here, 
pulling their wagon of gratitudes. 
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Please mark your calendars for  

CPUC’s Annual Worship and Picnic in the Park  
July 26, Sunday 
9:30 am 
Cherokee Park - large pavilion  
 
The service will be followed by a potluck so 
please bring a dish to share as we gather 
together to enjoy an uplifting service and good 
fellowship in the fresh air! CPUC will provide 
hot dogs. For your own comfort you may want 
to bring a chair or blanket. 
 
Please join us rain or shine!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Director’s Weekly Challenge 
Our time to extend a greeting of peace to each other during worship turns into a 
Boulevard of Love. We don’t want to stop! Sandy has the challenge of playing a 
signal for us, asking us to return to our seats, which we do, but quite reluctantly. 
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A Message from Pastor Matthias 
Dear CPUC, 
 
In “We Shall Not Be Moved: Advocacy in the New Age of 
Voter Suppression,” a resource put out by the PCUSA, it 
boldly declares: “To deny anyone a fair vote is a sin.”  
 
The “New Age of Voter Suppression” to which the title refers is from over 10 years 
ago, following the Supreme Court’s ruling in 2013 on Shelby [County, Alabama] v. 
[U.S. Attorney General Eric] Holder. This ruling gutted sections 4b and 5 of the 
Voting Rights act which required authorization before voting districts could enact 
changes to their voting policies, lest they disenfranchise many or unreasonably 
increase the requirements to vote. Part of the Supreme Court majority’s rationale 
was that the conditions that necessitated these parts of the voting rights act were 
no longer a problem.  
 
Sadly, this same logic was repeated, almost verbatim, this year (2026) in a Supreme 
Court decision that stripped away section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, which prohibits 
voting practices or procedures that discriminate on the basis of race, color, or as a 
member of a language minority group. In ruling on Louisiana v. Callais, the Supreme 
Court again said that the conditions have changed and thus these protections are 
no longer needed. Further, creating a second majority Black voting district was 
discrimination against white voters, they said.  
 
There is a reason why White politicians have gone to such lengths to gerrymander 
voting districts, place as many restrictions on voting eligibility as possible, and 
allow for money to flow freely in election races. There is a reason why when Fannie 
Lou Hamer and 17 other brave souls walked into a Mississippi court house to 
register to vote in 1962, they were met by white men with rifles. There is a reason Dr. 
King wrote an essay titled “Give Us the Ballot—We Will Transform the South” and 
why Malcolm X wrote the ominously titled “The Ballot or the Bullet.” 
 
Democracy is scary to those who want to hoard power and wealth and privilege. The 
policies that protect the power and wealth and privilege of a small few are widely 
unpopular. Americans agree about many public goods and share basic desires for 
stable and meaningful lives and opportunities to grow and flourish. A true 
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democracy would likely reveal just how much agreement the general populace has 
for laws that support basic needs and make justice roll like waters.  
 
As people of faith, we stand with Christ on the side of the poor, the disenfranchised, 
the prisoner, the persecuted.  Voting should be a right we find ways to make more 
accessible, not less. The mosaic of humanity will only come closer to reflecting 
God’s fullness when every person’s voice is valued and protected.  
 
Yours on the way, 
Pastor Matthias 
 
 

Notes from the June Council Meeting… 
• The Council heard an update on Curt’s work on the church belfry, bell tower, 

and parts of the northern roof and structure that he is repairing. Including 
photographs of progress. Curt anticipates another week or two of work before 
Les Jones Roofing will be able to start their contracted projects. Many thanks 
to Curt (and any of his helpers) for his thorough and dedicated efforts on our 
church building! 

• Pastor Matthias and Kay reported on their June 7th meeting with some families 
regarding faith formation at CPUC. Families would like children to engage with 
faith stories during the post-Children’s Sermon time during worship. Pastor 
and Kay will continue following up with families and looking at some 
curriculum resources over the next few months. Kay is organizing people 
willing to share books and activities with the children present during summer 
worship services. Stay tuned! 

• The Council learned more details regarding the St. Paul Mennonite 
Fellowship’s (SPMF) plans to “lay down their meeting” in October of this year. 
They will pay rent through then and use the Fellowship Hall on October 18 to 
celebrate their ministry. They may occasionally request to use our space for 
meals/ gatherings in the future. The Council accepted SPMF’s kind offer of the 
keyboard and cabinet they use in the Parent’s Room when they finish their 
meetings. CPUC will surface some volunteers to be responsible (starting in 
July) for The Little Free Library that SPMF has maintained on CPUC property. 
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CPUC is grateful for the many years (more than 15!) that SPMF has shared our 
building.   

• The Council moved to create a task force to address storage space and 
organization of resources at CPUC. Lynne, Kay, and Sandy D. will be seeking 
other’s assistance in this effort. Pastor Matthias will facilitate the first meeting 
of this group.  

• The Council read aloud a “thank you” note from Music Director Sandy W. who 
had successful triple bypass heart surgery on June 9th. Pastor Matthias and 
CPUC Accountant Lynne reported on efforts to pay Sandy given state family 
leave and salary paying software issues. They will keep us posted on ways to 
support this effort. Substitute musicians are needed at least through mid-July. 
We pray for a good and safe recovery for our dear Sandy! 

• There is a special meeting of the Presbytery called for July 9th on Zoom. It is 
needed to approve the sale of the property of New Life Presbyterian Church in 
Roseville. Jill will represent CPUC for this meeting. 

• Pastor Matthias reported fulfilling the usual demands of being pastor and the 
duties of his job, both at CPUC and the Presbytery. He continued working with 
Demari as Office Support Staff. Pastor Matthias supported the Growing 
Seasonal Team and worked collaboratively on their Pride Fellowship Hour and 
the Art Worship service in June. He also met with the Lay Ministry Team.  He 
worked with the Personnel Ministry Team regarding Sandy Waterman’s need 
for medical leave and substitute musicians, in addition to extending pastoral 
care to Sandy. He took two of his four weeks of vacation. He continued 
participation in a learning cohort entitled White Men for Racial Justice. 

• The next Council meeting is scheduled for August 18, 2026. (No July meeting .) 

If you would like to know more about any of these items in detail, the Council 
members would be glad to talk with you. They are: Sebastian, Kathy, Maria, Sandy 
D., Lynne, Kay, and Jill. 
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Kudos to Sebastian for stepping up to help shape our local and 

wider communities. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

More good role models What began as a simple act of courtesy after Japan’s first 

World Cup appearance in 1998, has become one of the most admired traditions in global 
sport. Sometimes the most memorable act happens after the match is over. Long after the 
crowd has gone home, people from the Japanese group, remain behind, quietly showing 
respect through their cultural tradition of souji, a practice teaching from an early age to 
take responsibility for shared spaces. It is respect for the space itself, for others, and for 
the community. They come to each game armed with blue plastic bags, which they then 
use after the game, before leaving, to pick up litter in the stadium. The team also leaves 
their locker-room spotless, sometimes leaving thank you notes for the hospitality. This is 
taught from early on; in many Japanese schools, students clean their own classrooms, 
hallways, cafeterias, and school grounds rather than relying on dedicated cleaning staff.  
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Perspective on local justice  
Minnesota has spent $1.3 billion on an illusion of safety since 2012    
from Minnesota Reformer May 27 2026, by Eric Janus 

Former President and Dean of Mitchell Hamline School of 
Law, Eric Janus, states that Minnesota is squandering over 
$100 million every year locking up sex offenders after 
they’ve served their prison sentences through the Minnesota 
Sex Offender Program (MSOP).   

While the program was meant to prevent sexual violence, research shows civil 
commitment delivers no discernible impact on rates of rape and sexual assault. Wisconsin, 
for example, has roughly the same rate of rape per capita yet spends far less on a similar 
sex offender program because it releases and reintegrates far more people.   
“Imagine what the $1.3 billion spent on MSOP in the past 14 years could accomplish if 
directed toward evidence-based programs that serve victims, intervene early, and stop 
harm before it happens,” Janus writes. “That is what keeping communities safe looks 
like.”  

MSOP is a civil commitment program designed to provide treatment, behind double razor 
wire, after people convicted of sex offenses have finished their prison sentences. It is 
supposed to rehabilitate. But in its more than 30-year history, nearly 1,000 people have 
been locked up, and only 37 have ever been fully discharged. 

The program was meant to prevent sexual violence, but thirty of fifty states have rejected 
this approach. Empirical research shows that civil commitment delivers no discernible 
impact on rates of rape and sexual assault. Yet we will spend a whopping $124 million this 
year to confine about 750 people at MSOP (that’s $165,333/person/year!! )….while 
evidence-based programs to prevent sexual violence and services to support victims are 
starved for resources. 

Wisconsin spends $79 million annually — about $45 million less than Minnesota; it is... 
releasing and reintegrating more than 10 times the number of people as Minnesota. … its 
secure facility currently has a population of 150 residents. … In 2024, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin had almost the same rates of rape per capita, with Wisconsin’s being slightly 
lower.  

MN can save millions of dollars …by reducing the bureaucratic delay (3 years) in processing 
release petitions... Each delayed release costs almost half a million dollars.  

MN can… identify people who don’t belong behind the double razor wire…. research tells 
us that the risk of future assaults decreases as people age. People who are sixty or older — 

https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.rbNgbIg9LkpJNW-RRnOdFG6BnZFFBEvaR5WoLjrSxTtDOwH0gp1i7pqpulA8JcfCdktf6EWKZbCdzRQsBOE4V-lmTi0UejpnzxCD6euQ5ZV78eneiekFm6O9EUVyD7zLU-5yTe3GrFv4gvdbxI-1TovRO4WhauOcRKQnjk_v33jQvg9c9z80VXKvBXFR899ZLAAiXtgUkgAn8lIpCMWV4dwt52TqAOZm7IpeG2l6EzYa10kNfk175rniZepOCQDWJgxU_XLHTXryzwU0K1l4zdLOspNLrABhjsX6zJyfznu_y90cH1Risz6TrW8rYHObk_3d3Q2WY9xQpFYkdrzeUBUcMrINmI2q1llDMhIfKV7hXi4k4HdeRqpOUqQsgtprRy9suXXGD014MyQwq2LD5PLrsc7MLgLvmpMuSNWaYik/4qz/UgTehBcwSgqwii-wz4k7gQ/h13/h001.7t6JSkZfQd5jIXJ6TbZKAU-JeVc3Bjgn-UxKniM4lqk
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Staying connected! - CPUC e-directory 
Our new e-directory was emailed to anyone we know might be interested.  Let 
Susan or Jill know if you have not yet received a copy and would like one. Paper 
copies are also available.  Pick one up at Susan’s usual pew! (Look for the light 
green paper.) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about one-third of MSOP residents — pose a particularly low risk. Most states mandate an 
assessment for each detainee annually, but Minnesota does not. Our law explicitly allows 
the Executive Director of MSOP to bring a petition for discharge or transfer at any time, 
but this prerogative is rarely exercised. 

[An aside note: Two CPUC members personally know men who have been convicted of sex 
offenses, who were actually innocent. But for ten years, or up to the rest of their lives, 
they will be listed on the National Sex Offender Website and have to register as such 
wherever they live.] 

  

Newsletter   
Please submit articles by the 22nd 
of preceding month to 
susanstrebig@gmail.com 
(or contact if an extension is 
needed) 
Editor: Susan 
Proofreader: Mary M. 
Collator: Kathy  

 

 
July Birthdays  

And Celebrations 
JUL 
    07 - Valerie & Matthias 
12 - Carly  
14 - Tom  
    20 - Joy and Lon 
21 - Kristin  
26 - Sebastian  
28 - Dave  
29 - Meliza  
31 - Eric M. 
 
 
 
 

Statue of a beggar 
on the Vatican steps 

Opposite side of statue, 
it’s actually an angel! 
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Cherokee Park United Church 
United Church of Christ/Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Open & Affirming, Multicultural, Antiracist 
371 W. Baker Street 
St. Paul MN  55107 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Worship summer hours effective June 14 - 9:30 am 
https://www.facebook.com/cherokeeparkchurch/live 
Pastor: Rev. Matthias Peterson-Brandt 
651-227-4275 
cpuc@usfamily.net 
cherokeeparkunited.org        

Do not seek illumination 
unless you seek it as a person 

whose hair is on fire 
seeks a pond. 

Sri Ramakrishna 

     


